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Thursday, 25 November 2021 

 
Mayor Caroline Phillips  

Councillor Darren (Fred) Zadow 

Councillor Kevin Burdett 

Councillor Simon Martin 

Councillor Yvonne Smith 

Councillor Daryl Sparks 

Councillor Russell Norman 

 
 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members,  
 
 
I advise that a Special Meeting of Council will be held via Electronic Participation (Zoom 
Online Conferencing) on Thursday, 25 November at 4.00pm. 
 

The meeting was called at the request of the presiding member to discuss and endorse: 

• Adoption of  

•  2020/2021 Annual Report and Financials 

• The Karoonda Industrial Precinct Power Upgrade 

• Karoonda Farm Fair and Show request for financial support 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Martin Borgas 
Chief Executive Officer  

mailto:council@dckem.sa.gov.au
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 
 

2 PRAYER 
All mighty God we call upon you to grant your blessings upon this Council.  Direct and guide 

its deliberations to the advancement of your glory and for the true wellbeing of the people of 

our area.  AMEN. 

We acknowledge Aboriginal people as the First Peoples and Nations of the lands and water 

we live and work upon, and we pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

We acknowledge and respect the deep spiritual connection and relationship that Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people have to Country. 

3 APOLOGIES 
 

4 CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS 
 

Members to advise of any Conflict of interest declarations 

Item no & title  

Name  

Nature of Interest  

Manner in which conflict will be dealt 
with 

 

Result of Decision  
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5 REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 

5.1 2020/21 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

REPORT  

As part of the Annual Financial Statements 2020/21 the Mayor and CEO are required to sign 

the certification of statements in their final form. 

Council’s Auditors have conducted the Audit of the 2020/21 Financial Statements. 

Authorisation from Council is needed to undertake the sign off of the audited financial 

statements as required. A copy of the Draft Financial Statements are attached to the Agenda 

for members information and will be adopted as part of the District Council of Karoonda East 

Murray Annual Report 2020/21. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended motion: 

5.1.1 That Council authorise the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to sign the 

Certification of Statements of the Annual Financial Statements 2020-21 in their final form. 

 

5.2 2020/21 ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING FINANCIALS) 
 

REPORT  

Section 131 of the Local Government Act 1999 requires Council (and associated 

subsidiaries) to produce and adopt an Annual Report by 30 November 2021. Schedule 4 

sets out the information to be included and prescribes in considerable detail, Council’s 

obligation to provide certain material and to report on other matters in its annual report. 

Following adoption, Council’s 2020/21 Annual Report will be uploaded to Council’s website 

for public viewing and provided to dignitaries/funding partners as directed by legislation.  

The Murray Lands Riverland Local Government Association is a subsidiary under the Act 

and is therefore included in this report. 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

20120/2021 Annual Report and Financials  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended motion: 

5.2.1 That Council adopts the 2020/2021 Annual Report  
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5.3 KAROONDA INDUSTRIAL PRECINCT POWER UPGRADE 
 

(Officer – Chief Executive Officer) 

 

Reference:  Community Vision 2040 – Prosperous 

- Liveable 

- Active 

  Karoonda East Murray Economic and Tourism Development Strategy 

DISCUSSION 

The Karoonda Industrial Precinct bordering Lewis Road has been an ongoing project 

for some time. Comprising of 7 large, surveyed blocks, the lack of services (Power 

and Water) was identified as a key requirement in attracting business investment in 

the district. 

A grant application was made under the Regional Growth Fund and was successful 

in securing $125,000.00 towards this project with council contributing the same 

amount. A pivotal part of this application was a commitment from WSB Distributors in 

seeking to build a new premises on this site. 

The costings contained within this application was based on an informal quotation to 

supply high voltage power to this site at a cost of “probably in excess of $200k”. 

Since the original application, WSB Distributors have secured a much larger property 

for their new premises and will no longer be looking to relocate into the industrial 

area. 

After eight months, a formal quotation from SA Power Networks was finally provided 

earlier this month. For the provision of an 80 amperes supply to each of the blocks 

(in three phase capacity) the quotation is just over $460,000 – significantly in excess 

of the forecast amount with materials and construction only able to commence in 

June 2022.  There is no project contingency in this amount which could reasonably 

be put at $40,000.00 bringing the total project budget to just over $500,000. 

The valuations on each of these blocks was originally between $35,000.00 and 

$40,000.00. The additional investment for power and water would see this potentially 

climb to in excess of $100,000.00 per block – consideration will need to be made as 

to the appetite of investors at this level.  

A register of interest for these blocks was compiled some time ago with several 

entities registered. To date none of these are in any position to purchase these 

blocks. 
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Both the Vision 2040 and the Economic Development and Tourism strategy support 

this project as a critical opportunity to attract more industry to the district. Whilst the 

investment required is significant, the potential benefits are just as significant. 

There are a number of funding options that would meet this shortfall that will be 

presented to the meeting including LRCI funding, existing cash reserves and budget 

savings. Conversely another option is to market the blocks without services at a 

discounted rate, with purchasers becoming co-contributors with council for the 

installation of this infrastructure. 

The current grant agreement is bound by milestones that will need to be varied if the 

project is to go ahead.  A verbal approval has been provided  but a formal 

application will need to be made to the Treasurer. 

This report seeks the direction of the chamber in terms of the funding shortfall 

($250,000.00) and as to whether this project should proceed. 

Should the decision of the chamber be that this project will not progress, 

arrangements will need to be made to rescind the grant agreement. It is imperative 

that timely communication is commenced with the ministers office. 

 

IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL & RISK) 

FINANCIAL – medium – project exceeds allocated budget 

 

ORGANISATIONAL RISK- moderate – requirement to return grant funding  

ATTACHMENTS 

• nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended motion: 

5.3.1 

That council notes the report; and 

That council supports Karoonda Industrial Precinct power upgrade 

proceeding with the balance of funding to be sourced from council reserves.  

OR 

That council resolves not to proceed with the Karoonda Industrial Precinct 

power upgrade and; 

Council acknowledges that the Regional Growth Fund agreement will need to 

be rescinded. 
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5.4 KAROONDA FARM FAIR AND SHOW REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 

(Officer – Chief Executive Officer) 

 

Reference:  Community Vision 2040 – Prosperous 

- Liveable 

- Active 

  Karoonda East Murray Economic and Tourism Development Strategy 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Karoonda Farm Fair and Show has been in operation in one form or another 

since 1985. With an annual operating budget of over $140,000.00 it is a commercial 

entity governed by a board and has paid employees. They issue a prospectus 

annually seeking sponsors.  

The positive impact that this event has on and for our region is widely recognised 

with the opportunity for engagement and connection highly valued amongst our 

community. 

The purpose of this report is to formally determine a request for an increase in 

financial support to the Farm Fair and Show to enable the replacement of electrical 

infrastructure. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The Karoonda farm Fair and Show has a large amount of infrastructure which is 

located both on and off council property. Installed over ten years ago, one critical 

piece of infrastructure that is relied heavily upon is a series of electrical power boxes 

that supply the various stall holders. These power access points are located at 

various positions around the sporting precinct. They were installed at locations 

specific to the needs of the farm fair and are not relied upon for any council activities. 

An electrical audit was conducted earlier this year with the resulting action from the 

inspecting electrician being a notification to the regulator that a large portion of these 

boxes failed safety inspection and testing and posed a significant hazard.   

The boxes were removed and the supply made safe at a total cost circa $8,000.00 

with any serviceable items placed in the storage shed. Council did not seek 

reimbursement from the committee for this cost.  

 

The Farm Fair and Show Manager has sought a quotation has for the replacement of 

these boxes at a total cost of $16,757.36 (attached to this report) and has requested 

that council fund this work. 
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The proposed cost of this project has not been considered in any approved budget. 

 

 

IMPLICATIONS (FINANCIAL & RISK) 

FINANCIAL – medium – no budget line for this expenditure or ongoing maintenance 

considerations. 

 

ORGANISATIONAL RISK- low  

ATTACHMENTS 

• Email received from Farm Fair and Show Manager Ray Bald 

• Quotation for electrical work 

• Plan of proposed layout 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended motion: 

5.4.1 

That council notes the report; and 

That council supports/does not support the Karoonda Farm Fair and Show by 

increasing the amount of financial support by $16,757.36 to enable electrical 

infrastructure to be replaced at the sporting precinct. 

CLOSE OF MEETING 
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APPENDIX 1 – 2019/2020 ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIALS 

(back to Agenda) 
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