
NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the first edition of 
our ‘Council Highlights’ Update. 
This is a fantastic new initiative 
designed to keep our community 
across all thing’s council!

Well it is certainly an exciting time 
to be Mayor of the District Council 
of Karoonda East Murray! Since 
commencing the role in Nov last 
year, I have had an extremely 

busy first quarter! The opportunity to meet with other 
Mayors around the district as well as the Premier, Steven 
Marshall, Local Federal Member, Tony Pasin, Local State 
Member, Adrian Pederick, and Drought Coordinator, Major 
General Stephen Day, who visited the district recently has 
been incredibly insightful.

As a council, and with the support of the community, we 
have achieved an incredible amount in such a short time. I 
couldn’t be prouder given the hardship that our community 
is currently facing. It’s inspiring to see our community 
banding together now more than ever to provide one 
another support and understanding during these times of 
adversity. 

I am pleased to report the current Government have 
been quite accessible during these times by allowing our 
Council the opportunity to reach out and put forward our 
community issues and concerns with a willingness to work 
towards collaborative solutions.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank and 
acknowledge all of our valued Council Staff.  Recent 
funding opportunities have certainly increased workloads 
and all staff have stepped up to this challenge. The team 
have been working hard to seize opportunities that will 
help to strengthen and build our community whilst at the 
same time ensuring our service delivery to our community 
is of a high standard. 

I urge you as the community to engage with your elected 
member to ensure your thoughts and ideas are heard and 
reflected through the chamber so that together we can 
continue to build a sustainable future for our district.

Regards,
Mayor Caroline Phillips
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NEW COUNCIL - NEW VISION
The conclusion of the local government elections in 
November 2018 saw a new council elected, headed up by 
our first ever female Mayor, Caroline Phillips.

The new council has been straight into it, completing 
induction and mandatory training in late November 2018 
and then kicking off community workshops to develop a 
long-term community vision. Workshops held in Wynarka, 
Karoonda and at the East Murray Area School in December 
were attended by over 50 people.

The draft vision document is being finalised and will be 
back out for community consultation in April 2019.

The vision will encapsulate the values and aspirations of 
our community which will set out the path to achieving 
goals as a council and community over the next 20 years.

Pictured L-R: Cr Simon Martin, Cr Yvonne Smith (Deputy Mayor), Cr Darren Zadow, 
Mayor Caroline Phillips, Cr Daryl Sparks, Cr Russell Norman and Cr Kevin Burdett.
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AUSTRALIA DAY
It was great to see so many people in East Murray for the 
Australia Day Breakfast and Ceremony!

Australia Day Ambassador, Professor Peter Langridge 
delivered a relevant and stirring speech, emphasising what 
it means to him to be Australian, and the plight of rural and 
farming communities and how important they are to our 
nation's future.

"My work has taken me to a lot of countries, but I have 
never wanted to be anything other than Australian," said 
Professor Peter Langridge.

Congratulations to our Citizen of the Year, Mary Manuel, 
and to our Event of the Year organisers Pauline and Ben 
Mumford for 'Karoonda Light the Night'. A big thank you to 
the East Murray Tigers for hosting the 2019 Karoonda East 
Murray Australia Day celebrations and breakfast.

DROUGHT COMMUNITIES PROJECTS (DCF-E)
The Drought Communities Programme - Extension 
provides eligible Councils with up to $1 million for local 
community infrastructure and other drought relief projects 
for communities impacted by drought. We were thrilled to 
hear that our council was eligible for a total funding of $1M 
as announced by Hon Senator Bridget McKenzie and our 
Local Member, Tony Pasin, last year. We have successfully 
received notification of funding for all of our three applied 
projects so far by MP Tony Pasin.

Local Community Projects Officer

As a result of the $1M Drought Communities Funding, we 
have employed a Local Community Projects Officer to help 
us deliver these exciting projects for our local community 
by 30 June 2019.

Introducing Tegan Buckley! Tegan resides locally and comes 
from a background in Business and Marketing. You’ll see 
plenty of Tegan over the next few months as we deliver the 
following community projects.

Karoonda Early Childcare Centre & Community Hub

The Karoonda Early Childhood Centre and Community Hub 
Project was approved under the Drought Communities 
Program mid-February by our Local Member, Tony Pasin. 
$550k of funding will see this project delivered before 30 
June this year.

Tegan Buckley and Matthew Morgan recently met with 
partnering construction company, Ausco Modular, in 
Adelaide to discuss final details for the KECCCH building. 
Colour selections were made along with sourcing 
appropriate fixtures and fittings.

Ausco are expecting to deliver the Childcare Centre and 
Community Hub modules to 10-12 Bodey Street, Karoonda 
in mid April after the Karoonda Farm Fair. 

The site is now only accessible to authorised persons as 
civil works will commence in the next few weeks. Alternate 
footpaths will need to be used by the public while work 
is under way until late June. Landscaping and carparking 
design planning for the site is also in progress.

Karoonda Township Activation 

With a budget of $388k, the focus of this project will 
be activating the Main Street of Karoonda with Silo Art  
and Projection, free public Wi-Fi, new landscaping complete 
with picnic and shaded seating areas, interpretive  
signage and a street festival in conjunction with our local 
traders’ group.

Karoonda Silo Artwork Planning has also commenced with 
our two partnering creative agencies (Illuminart and Juddy 
Roller) who will be working together to bring to life a unique 
Silo Art display featuring paint by day, illumination by night. 

On March 14 we invited the local community to send in 
their Silo Art Suggestions which closed on 27 March 2019.

Pictured L-R: Ben Mumford, Professor Peter Langridge, Pauline Mumford,  
Mayor Caroline Phillips and Mary Manuel.

Tegan Buckley (pictured) recently met with partnering construction company, 
Ausco Modular, in Adelaide to discuss final details for the KECCCH building. 



We’re excited to announce that our Street Festival will be 
held on Sunday 16 June 2019 to showcase the final Silo Art 
and celebrate our resilient community! The Event will be 
held in Karoonda’s Main Street featuring local trade stalls, 
fun activities for all, official opening of silo art and live 
music. More details to come! 

Various Other Community Projects 

We are proud to be working with local community groups 
to help us deliver these exciting projects by June 30 2019 
that will greatly benefit and uplift the community.

Projects include:

• Mantung Hall Solar Panels & Water Tank 

• Karoonda Bowling Club Solar Panels & Air Conditioning

• Karoonda District Football Club Solar Panels & Coolroom

OTHER GRANT APPLICATIONS
Council’s grant writing support ensured that the KDFC and 
Mantung Hall submitted applications for their projects 
under the FRRR Tackling Tough Times Program.

Council was recently notified on the successful funding 
of $20k for the Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) 
Community Investment Stream for the development 
of an Economic Development and Tourism Strategy for  
our district.

KAROONDA FOOTBALL CLUB UPGRADES 
In December 2018, Council responded with a strong 
commitment, to the request from the Karoonda Districts 
Football Club (KDFC), to work with the club to design an 
expansion of the existing facilities to include female change 
facilities and a community gym in preparation for the 
Office of Recreation, Sport and Racing's (ORSR) Grassroots 
program which closes in February 2019. 

The total estimated project budget is $560,000 and includes 
the provision of: 

•  Two unisex change facilities (female focused) which have 
interoperable walls and can be opened to one larger 
change room; 

•  Officials change room with dedicated toilet and shower; 

•  Community gym for use by sporting clubs and broader 
community with unisex change/toilet facilities and 
disability compliant facilities.

Council has committed up to $270 of funding to this project 
and hopes to have a successful outcome from the funding 
body in May.

FARM FAIR
Council are proud to be Platinum sponsors of the Karoonda 
Farm Fair. Due to the sponsorship, Council receives a 
marquee at the Farm Fair which will be allocated to the 
Karoonda Traders Group this year. 

So be sure to drop in and see the Karoonda Traders set up 
at Farm Fair – 5th & 6th April 2019.

KAROONDA AREA SCHOOL POOL
Over the last few years the KAS community has done an 
amazing job of raising funds to replace the defunct school 
pool in Karoonda.

Funding and grant applications have been successful with 
the school receiving news of a $416k Office of Sport and 
Recreation grant in October 2018.  When paired with the 
$210k cash contribution that Council has pledged, plus 
other funds already raised, this means that the school has 
over $1.1M of funds for this project.

Council with assistance of local MP Adrian Pederick were 
successful in obtaining a meeting with the Education 
Minister in February 2019, Hon John Gardner MP to push 
the case of the pool for our school community, as this is 
ultimately a state government Department of Education 
facility.

We are hopeful that with the funding raised for this project 
and with the support of the Education Minister and local 
MP, that good news is not too far away and that we will 
soon see this project come to fruition. 



District Council of 

Karoonda East Murray

Have you ‘liked’ our Facebook page?
Lots will be happening over the next few months! If you’re on Facebook be sure to like/follow our page, to see 
regular updates or check our website for news. Our next newsletter update will be out in June so stay tuned!

SCHOOL ROBOTICS SPONSORSHIP
Council is very proud to sponsor the Karoonda Meteors 
Roboroos Robot team for $1000 which will allow expansion 
and possible creation of a second team into the First Tech 
Challenge competition and the creation of a new team in 
the First Lego Challenge.

Approximately 15 eager students spend their lunch times 
learning valuable tech skills including program logic and 
JavaScript and how to apply their amazing problem-solving 
skills and teamwork.

They brought home the Design Award in their November 
competition for their robot and were runners up in the 

Think Award. Doing us proud - and putting our community 
on the robot map!

It was such a privilege to talk to the students from the 
Karoonda Meteors - Roboroos Robot Team from the 
Karoonda Area School. We still can't believe they let Mayor 
Phillips drive the robot!

The Meteors will make a presentation to Council at the next 
Council meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 9 April 2019.

COUNCIL MEETINGS  

held at 7.30pm on the  
second Tuesday of each month.

Open to the public. All are welcome.

11 Railway Terrace (PO Box 58), Karoonda SA 5307

Tel 08 8578 1004   |   Fax 08 8578 1246
Email council@dckem.sa.gov.au
www.dckem.sa.gov.au


